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1
SPANDREL PRODUCT WITH SILICATE COATING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Ap-
plication Ser. No. 388,330 of the same inventor filed
June 14, 1982, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S.
Application Ser. No. 286,993 of the same inventor filed
July 27, 1981 and now U.S. Pat. No. 4,334,941, which is
a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application Ser. No.
142,492 of the same inventor filed Apr..21, 1980 and
now U.S. Pat. No. 4,288,252, which is a continuation of
U.S. Application Ser. No. 973,479 of the same inventor
filed Dec. 26, 1978 and now abandoned.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to the art of
inorganic silicate compositions and more particularly to
the art of using inorganic silicate compositions to form
an opaque coating layer in a spandrel product.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 3,445,257 to Hloch et al describes con-
densed aluminum phosphates used as hardeners for
water glass cements. The condensed aluminum phos-
phates are prepared by subjecting aluminum orthophos-
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phates to a stepwise thermal treatment. The cements are

prepared from potash or soda water glasses by mixing
90 to 100 parts filler with 4 parts hardener, and then
adding 25 to 30 parts of water glass. A typical cement
has a pot life of 30 minutes and then.cures within 24
hours to form a mass that is resistant to acids and water.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,930,876 to Nakajima et al discloses an
improved silica-phosphate type inorganic coating com-
position comprising a water soluble silicate and an inor-
ganic phosphate pretreated with such silicate. The pre-
treatment is accomplished by mixing the phosphate, in
powder form, with an aqueous solution of the silicate in
a mechanical mill. Filler and/or pigment in amounts of
60 percent by weight or less based on the weight of the
pretreated phosphate may be added during or after the
pretreatment of the phosphate. About 60 to 150 parts by
weight of the pretreated phosphate and 100 parts by
weight of silicate are then mixed together to form a
uniform composition generally having a water content
of } to 2 parts by weight water per part of total solids.

U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,869,198 and 3,951,525 to Ballentine
relate to durable glass spandrels provided with transpar-
ent light and heat reflective coatings and substantially
opaque ceramic enamel coatings to produce aestheti-
cally matched vision and spandrel areas in curtainwall
construction by utilizing a ceramic enamel coating
which reflects light in the same spectral region as light
transmitted by the transparent coating and glass in com-
bination. Commercially available ceramic enamels are
disclosed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method for formu-
lating inorganic compositions to be used as water-stable
paints or cements which can be cured at relatively low
temperatures. The method of the present invention
involves milling or blending a mixture of inorganic
curing agent, filler and alkali silicate. The water content
of the mixture is varied to produce either a paint or a
cementitious material. The aqueous compositions of the
present invention are applied, dried and cured at rela-
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tively low temperatures and are useful in a wide variety
of applications such as protective coatings for metal
films on architectural spandrels, as solar collector coat-
ings or as water-stable cements for Jjoining glass panes in
a multiple glazed window unit.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Aqueous alkali metal or ammonium silicate composi-
tions containing inorganic curing agents are prepared
according to the method of the present invention as
follows.

A mixture of inorganic curing agent and inorganic
pigments is wet-milled in any typical mechanical mixer
such as a ball mill, pebble mill or sand mill. The inor-
ganic curing agent may comprise any of the variety of
metal phosphate, borate or zincate curing agents which
are useful for hardening silicate compositions, and pref-
erably comprises the B-form of aluminum trimetaphos-
phate as disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,216,190 and
4,329,327, which disclosures are incorporated herein by
reference. Suitable fillers include numerous inorganic
compounds which provide desirable properties, such as
mica, TiO3, and quartz as well as various pigments and
metallic particles which provide desirable colors, tex-
tures and finishes to a spandrel product. These inor-
ganic compounds may be blended into the alkali silicate
component, but are preferably blended with the inor-
ganic curing agent.

The hardener is blended into an alkali silicate, prefer-
ably a mixture of sodium silicate and potassium silicate.
Preferred sodium silicates have Si02/Na;0O mole ratios
between 3.1 and 4.0 while preferred potassium silicates
have Si02/K30 mole ratios between 3.3 and 4.0.- Pre-
ferred mixtures of alkali metal silicates comprise about
25 to 75 weight percent sodium silicate and 25 to 75
weight percent potassium silicate, although other cati-
ons such as lithium or ammonium may be present. As
the ratio of silicon to metal in the silicate increases,
higher silicate to curing agent ratios are preferred. The
ratio of total silicate to curing agent is preferably above
2.0 by weight. The water content of the composition
depends on the method of application of the composi-
tion as a paint or a cement. Prior to blending with the
alkali silicate, the hardener may be neutralized with a
base such as an alkali metal or ammonium hydroxide or
calcium aluminate in order to prevent the formation of
lumps when the acidic hardener is mixed with the alka-
line silicate. :

After application for its intended use, the composition
is preferably air dried to remove the water and then _
cured, typically at temperatures of about 190° to 250° C.
The cured composition is relatively nonporous and
water stable, especially if a suitable mixture of alkali
silicates is used as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,312,673,
which disclosure is incorporated herein by reference.

The present invention will be further understood by
the descriptions of specific examplqs which follow.

EXAMPLE 1

An opacifier coating for a glass spandrel product is
prepared by first mixing 1972.2 grams potassium silicate
solution with 1636.8 grams of sodium silicate solution.
The former is commercially available as KASIL 1 from
the PQ Corporation of Philadelphia, while the latter is
DS Grade 34 from Diamond Shamrock of Cleveland.
To the mixed alkali silicate solution is added 290.9
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grams of titanium dioxide coated mica filler, available as
Afflair 440 from E. M. Chemicals of Hawthorne, New
York. A second component comprising 1214.6 grams of
water, 789.58 grams of Shepherd black #1 pigment
from the Shepherd Color Company of Cincinnati, and
296.09 grams of aluminum trimetaphosphate, predomi-
nantly in the B-form, prepared by the reaction of alumi-
num hydroxide and ammonium phosphate, is sand
milled and then added to the silicate solution with high
speed, high shear mixing.

The above composition is suitable for application by
various means, but in this example is applied at ambient
temperature by conventional spray guns to the coated
surface of a glass substrate. The coating on the glass is
a metal-containing film deposited by magnetic sputter-
ing. The silicate opacifier coating is cured at a tempera-
ture of about 400° to 455° F. (about 204° to 235° C.) for
a period of about 10 to 30 minutes.

EXAMPLE II

A silicate coating which, when applied to a glass
spandrel product, resembles the appearance of an alumi-
num panel is prepared as follows. A mixed alkali silicate
composition is formed by combining 450 grams of po-
tassium silicate solution (KASIL 1), 375 grams of so-
dium silicate solution (DS Grade 34) and 120.1 grams of
titanium dioxide coated mica (Afflair 100). To this solu-

tion are added 112 grams of water, 9 grams of Shepherd

black pigment #1, and 67.8 grams of B-form aluminum
trimetaphosphate prepared as in Example 1. The com-
position is sprayed at ambient temperature onto an un-
coated glass surface, dried for about 15 minutes at about
150° C., and cured at about 220° C. for about 15 min-
utes. The cured coated product resembles an aluminum
panel when viewed toward the silicate coated surface.

EXAMPLE III

A silicate coated glass spandrel which resembles a
bronze panel is prepared from a first component consist-
ing of 450 grams of potassium silicate solution (KASIL
1) and 375 grams of sodium silicate solution (DS Grade
34), and a second component comprising a sand-milled
slurry of 117 grams of water, 67.8 grams of B-form
aluminum trimetaphosphate as in Example II, and 62.9
grams of black pigment (Shepherd #1), to which is
added 60.9 grams of mica coated with TiO; and Fe;O3
(Afflair 400). The composition is sprayed onto a glass
surface, dried and cured as in Example II.

EXAMPLE IV

An opaque blue coating for a glass spandrel product
to match, harmonize, complement or contrast with a
vision unit is prepared from a composition consisting of
225 grams of potassium silicate solution (KASIL 1),
187.5 grams of sodium silicate solution (DS Grade 34),
51 grams of water, 31.8 grams Shepherd blue pigment
#3, 60 grams of talc (Talcron from Pfizer Chemicals)
and 33.9 grams of B-form aluminum trimetaphosphate.
The composition is sprayed onto a glass surface at ambi-
ent temperature, heated to about 100° C. over a period
of about 20 minutes, held at 100° C. for about 40 min-
utes, heated to about 220° C. over a period of about 70
minutes and held at 220° C. for about 10 minutes to cure
the silicate composition.
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The above examples are offered to illustrate the pres-
ent invention. Various modifications such as the use of
other pigments and fillers, the coating of substrates
other than glass, such as other refractories and metals,
and so on are included within the scope of the present
invention which is defined by the following claims.

I claim:

1. An article of manufacture comprising:

a. a rigid substrate; and

b. disposed on a major surface of said substrate an

opaque coating composition comprising:

1. an alkali silicate; and .

2. an aluminum trimetaphosphate hardener pre-
dominantly in the B-form.

2. An article according to claim 1, wherein the alkali
silicate is a mixture of sodium silicate and potassium
silicate.

3. An article according to claim 1, wherein the com-
position further comprises a component selected from
the group consisting of pigments, fillers and mixtures
thereof.

4. An article according to claim 3, wherein said com-
ponent comprises a filler selected from the group con-
sisting of mica, talc and mixtures thereof.

5. An article according to claim 4, wherein said filler
comprises mica coated with a metal oxide.

6. An article according to claim 5, wherein said mica
filler is coated with the oxide of a metal selected from
the group consisting of titanium, iron, chromium and
mixtures thereof.

7. An article according to claim 6, wherein said com-
position comprises black pigment.

8. An article according. to claim 7, wherein the
amounts of pigment and filler are sufficient to produce
a coating with a metallic appearance.

9. An article of manufacture comprising:

a. a glass substrate; and

b. disposed on a major surface of said substrate an

opaque coating composition comprising:

1. an alkali silicate; and

2. an aluminum trimetaphosphate hardener pre-
dominantly in the B-form.

10. An article according to claim 9, wherein the alkali
silicate is a mixture of sodium silicate and potassium
silicate. '

11. An article according to claim 13, wherein the
composition further comprises a component selected
from the group consisting of pigments, fillers and mix-
tures thereof.

12. An article according to claim 11, wherein said
component comprises a filler selected from the group
consisting of mica, talc and mixtures thereof.

13. An article according to claim 12, wherein said
filler comprises mica coated with a metal oxide.

14. An article according to claim 13, wherein said
mica filler is coated with the oxide of a metal selected
from the group consisting of titanium, iron, chromium
and mixtures thereof.

15. An article according to claim 14, wherein said
composition comprises black pigment.

16. An article according to claim 15, wherein the
amounts of pigment and filler are sufficient to produce

a coating with a metallic appearance.
* * * * *
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